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R e f : 8 H W M - E R
Mr. Edwin L. Osika, Jr.Executive V i c e P r e s i d e n tUnited Park C i t y Mines Co.P . O . Box 1450Park C i t y , Utah 84060
Dear Mr. Osika:

T h i s regards the recent ly compl e t ed s i te assessment forRichardson F l a t s T a i l i n g s p r o p e r t y l o c a t e d east o f Park C i t y ,U t a h . P l e a s e f i n d a t tached cop i e s o f c o m p l e t e d s t u d i e si n d i c a t i n g t h a t , at this t ime, there is no immediate threat of arelease of hazardous mat er ia l s f r o m the S i t e . T h e r e f o r e , an EPAS u p e r f u n d Removal A c t i o n is not a n t i c i p a t e d at thi s time. Ther eis, however, some concerns over p o s s i b l e groundwatercontaminat ion as per s a m p l i n g a c t i v i t i e s surrounding the t a i l i n g sdam in the area of the "we t land s" . We leave thi s matter tof u t u r e ac t ions . A d d i t i o n a l l y , s ecuri ty f e n c i n g i s s a t i s f a c t o r i l yl i m i t i n g access t o th e S i t e , thereby p r e c l u d i n g unauthorizedentry.
I n c l o s i n g , w e a p p r e c i a t e your coopera t i on wi th E P A ' s s i t eassessment. We trust that the experience has been p r o f i t a b l e andlook forward to working wi th you again in the f u t u r e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

Mike Zimnverman, OSCEmergency Respons e Branch
A t t a c h m e n t
cc: Rich Baird, ORCMike McCeney , R P M / E P A

M o S l a m , R P M / U D E QCheryl C r i s l e r , 8 H W M - E R
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May 24, 1993
R e f : 8 H W M - E R
M E M O R A N D U M
T O : T h e Record
FROM: Mike Zimmerman, OSC
S U B J E C T : Richardson F l a t s T a i l i n g s Removal S i t e Asse s smentUnder t h e N P L "Make S i t e s S a f e I n i t i a t i v e "

A f t e r cons iderable e f f o r t t h e s i t e assessment f o r RichardsonV, F l a t s T a i l i n g s has been c o m p l e t e d . Due to the program-< requirement to assess all l i s t e d and p r o p o s e d NPL s i t e s ,f Richardson F l a t s T a i l i n g s has been given a thorough RemovalVevaluat ion .
^ , U n f o r e s e e n admini s t ra t iv e and technical prob l ems were/ encountered which hendered the progre s s of the a s s e s sment ,V t h e r e f o r e s l i p p a g e of the s chedule was encountered. Aj s i g n i f i c a n t d e lay was encountered as the PRP o b j e c t e d to the^/ i n t e g r i t y of groundwater monitoring w e l l s nos . 2 and 3 ./ C o n s i d e r a b l e e f f o r t and time was expended to review both w e l l s/ and secure down- hole l o g g i n g services to determine the i n t e g r i t yI of the w e l l s . As a result of the groundwater well evaluation EPA\ determined that the w e l l s were not compromised. However,\ p l u g g i n g and abandonment of moni tor ing well no. 2 was undertaken\ f o r t h e sake o f f u t u r e cooperat ive e f f o r t s . T h e a t tached T A Tl e t t e r r e p o r t , dat ed A p r i l 22, 1993, documents abandonment o f thew e l l .

EPA sampl ed and analyzed many phys i ca l s i t e charac t e r i s t i c sduring the Removal A s s e s s m e n t . The TAT F i n a l R e p o r t , da t edFebruary 19, 1993, summarizes the f i n d i n g s of the asses sment. Athorough examination o f the p o s s i b i l i t y for release o f airbornecontaminants ( o f f - s i te m i g r a t i o n ) ; release o f contaminants f r o mthe t a i l i n g s area; release of contaminants f r o m them u n i c i p a l / s a n i t a r y l a n d f i l l area; and s i t e access contro l s wereconducted. Off - s i te a ir q u a l i t y , d e p t h o f cover o f the t a i l i n g s ,t a i l i n g s soil ana ly s e s , t a i l i n g s containment s truc ture , s u r f a c ewater, stream s ed iment s , t a i l i n g s groundwater, and l a n d f i l lgroundwater were scrutinized a p p r o p r i a t e l y .
Two areas of contamination s u r f a c e d during the s i t eassessment. F i r s t , a release of lead to S i l v e r Creek f r o m theS i t e was documented. During the assessment p e r i o d , s u r f a c e water
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f l o w and r u n o f f f r o m the t a i l i n g s appeared to be low. T h e r e f o r e ,it was not considered an immediate threat to human h e a l t h and theenvironment. S e c o n d l y , sediments in the "wetland area" of theS i t e between the t a i l i n g s dam and S i l v e r Creek was observed to becontaminated with high l ev e l s o f m e t a l s . T h i s area, above S i l v e rCreek, i s s u b j e c t to sur fac e water f l o w f r o m the diversion d i t chand the s e epage through the t a i l i n g s containment s tructure. Thecontaminants appear to be immobile and do not present animmediate threat to human h e a l t h and the environment. Both areasof concern were deemed conducive to comprehensive remedialact ions as o p p o s e d to an emergency response.
In summary, Richardson F l a t s T a i l i n g s S i t e does not presentan immedia t e threat to human h e a l t h and environmental. Concernsare i n s u f f i c i e n t to in i t i a t e a Removal A c t i o n at thi s time. S i t econdit ions may change in the f u t u r e , t h e r e f o r e the S i t e should bere-evaluated during the S u p e r f u n d Remedial proce s s .

A t t a c h m e n t s


